NORTH HERTFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL

DECISION SHEET

Meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee held in the Council Chamber, District Council

Offices, Gernon Road, Letchworth Garden City, SG6 3JF
on Tuesday, 11th November, 2025 at 7.30 pm

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Tina Bhartwas, Cathy Brownjohn,
Domnic Griffiths, Paul Ward and Daniel Wright-Mason.

Having given due notice, Councillor Caroline McDonnell substituted for Councillor Ward.

MINUTES - 9 SEPTEMBER 2025

RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the meeting held on 9 September 2025 be approved as a
true record of proceedings and be signed by the Chair.

NOTIFICATION OF OTHER BUSINESS

There was no other business notified.

CHAIR'S ANNOUNCEMENTS

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

()

The Chair advised that, in accordance with Council Policy, the meeting would be
recorded.

The Chair drew attention to the item on the agenda front pages regarding Declarations
of Interest and reminded Members that, in line with the Code of Conduct, any
Declarations of Interest needed to be declared immediately prior to the item in question.

The Chair advised that for the purposes of clarification clause 4.8.23(a) of the
Constitution does not apply to this meeting.

The Chair reminded Members of the adopted North Herts Scrutiny Charter and the need
to ensure that the meeting was conducted with independence, initiative and integrity.
The full Charter was available to Members via the Scrutiny Intranet pages.

The Chair advised of a change to the Agenda order and following Agenda Item 8, the
remaining items would be considered in the following order: Agenda Item 11, Agenda
Iltem 12, Agenda Item 10, Agenda Item 13 and Agenda Item 9.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was no public participation.

URGENT AND GENERAL EXCEPTION ITEMS

There were no urgent and general exception items.

CALLED-IN ITEMS

There were no called-in items.
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Tuesday, 11th November, 2025
MEMBERS' QUESTIONS

No questions had been submitted by Members.
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY WORK PROGRAMME
RESOLVED:

(1) That the Committee prioritises topics for inclusion in the Work Programme attached as
Appendix A and, where appropriate, determines the high-level form and timing of
scrutiny input.

(2) That the Committee, having considered the most recent iteration of the Forward Plan, as
attached at Appendix B, suggests a list of items to be considered at its meetings in the
coming civic year.

REASONS FOR DECISIONS:

(1) To allow the Committee to set a work programme which provides focused Member
oversight, encourages open debate and seeks to achieve service improvement through
effective policy development and meaningful policy and service change.

(2) The need to observe Constitutional requirements and monitor the Forward Plan for
appropriate items to scrutinise remains a key aspect of work programming.

NORTH HERTFORDSHIRE DRAFT TOWN CENTRE STRATEGY
RECOMMENDED TO CABINET:

(1) That the draft Town Centres Strategy (attached as Appendix A to this report) and its
associated Appendices be endorsed and approved for public consultation.

(2) That delegated authority is granted to the Director — Place in consultation with the
Executive Member for Place to make any minor non-material corrections, including but
not limited to cosmetic additions or presentational alterations, to the draft Town Centres
Strategy as considered necessary for the public consultation.

REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS:

(1) To allow the draft Town Centres Strategy to be progressed to public consultation so that
it may be developed and eventually adopted as a material planning consideration to
support developers, landowners and relevant stakeholders when considering developing
proposals and to provide policy advice to development management officers when
determining planning applications until superseded by any new Local Plan.

(2) To set key priorities which seek to maintain and enhance the unique character and
vitality and viability of the district's four town centres through agreed partnership
working.

(3) To reinforce and deliver the Council’'s ambitions as set out in the Council Plan (2024 -
2028).

INFORMATION NOTE: MOBILISATION OF WASTE, RECYCLING AND STREET
CLEANSING CONTRACT

Councillor Amy Allen, as Executive Member for Environment presented the Information Note
entitled ‘Mobilisation of Waste, Recycling and Street Cleansing Contract’, following which
Members asked questions.
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Tuesday, 11th November, 2025

LEISURE AND ACTIVE COMMUNITIES CONTRACT YEAR ONE OVERVIEW

RESOLVED: That the Overview and Scrutiny Committee noted and commented on the
Leisure and Active Communities Contract performance for 2024/25.

REASON FOR DECISION: To enable the Overview and Scrutiny Committee the opportunity
to scrutinise year one of the Leisure and Active Communities contract.

SOLAR FOR BUSINESS SCHEME

RESOLVED: That the Overview and Scrutiny Committee considered and noted the findings of
the Solar for Business Project Closure Report (Appendix A).

REASON FOR DECISION: To enable the Committee to scrutinise the reasons for closure of
the project.



